Justice: A fair go for all draws the subject of human rights to the child’s
daily life and calls the students to explore ways in which they can show
their respect for human rights. (including civil, political, economic, social
and cultural rights (Grade 6)

Title: Human Rights in the News

Reference:  http://www1l.umn.edu/humanrts/edumat/hreduseries/hereandnow/Default.ntm

Overview:  This activity uses recent newspapers and news media to develop an awareness
of rights issues in everyday life and to show human rights not only as they are
violated but also as they are protected and enjoyed.

Materials:  Newspapers, chart paper, sticky tape or glue, scissors, Copies of the UDHR —
simplified version
(http://wwwl1.umn.edu/humanrts/edumat/hreduseries/hereandnow/Part-
5/8 udhr-abbr.htm)

Procedure:

1. Divide students into small groups. Each group receives a newspaper or pages from a
newspaper, scissors, tape or glue, and a sheet of chart paper.

2. Each group will construct a poster using items from the newspaper grouped under these
categories:

o

rights being practiced or enjoyed

b. rights being denied

o

rights being protected

d. rights in conflict

Encourage students to look not only for news stories but also for small features such as
announcements and advertisements (e.g., the language of the paper itself illustrates the right
to language and culture, advertisements can illustrate the right to private property, reports of
social events may illustrate cultural rights, and personal columns can reflect many rights in
practice).

3. Once students have found stories for each category, they should select one story from each
category to analyse:

a. What specific rights were involved in the story? List them beside the
article.

b. Find the article(s) of the UDHR that cover each right and write the article
number(s) on the list.

Alternative: All groups contribute to four separate posters, combining the articles they have
found to make class posters.

4. Ask a spokesperson from each group to summarise the group’s selections.

5. Choose one or two stories from each group’s poster and ask the group to explain their
analysis of the story in terms of the UDHR:

e What specific rights were involved in several stories?
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e What articles of the UDHR were involved?

e Were more stories concerned with political and civil rights or social, economic,
and cultural rights? Why do you think one kind of right appeared more often?

6. Discuss:
e What categories of rights stories were easiest to find? Hardest? Why?

e Did some articles of the UDHR come up more often than others? Did others not
come up at all? How can you explain this?

e How many articles explicitly mentioned human rights? How many concerned
human rights issues but did not use those words? Why do you think human rights
were not mentioned?

e Based on these news stories, what seems to be the state of human rights in the
world today? In Australia? In your community?

e What are some positive initiatives and actions for the protection and fulfillment of
human rights indicated by the stories? Who is taking these actions?

Going Further

1. Keep Searching — Leave the posters hanging for an extended time, during which students
continue to add clippings. Reassess the posters and the concluding discussion.

2. Compare Media Coverage — Ask students to compare coverage of the same human rights
stories in different newspapers and/or different media (e.g., radio, magazines, TV). What
differences can they observe in importance given the story? In emphasis of features of the
story? Are there different versions of a single event? Did any version of the story explicitly
mention human rights?

3. Survey Television Coverage — Ask students to watch a news program on TV and write
down the topics covered and the amount of time given to each human rights topic.



Lesson Title: Fair Dinkum

Reference:  Racism, No way! Interactive website
http://www.racismnoway.com.au/index.html

Overview:  Students understand that there are different interpretations of fairness, justice
and equity.

Introduction: The questions raised in these activities are not uncommon in most classrooms.
Through discussion of scenarios, the students should understand the
complexities of the terms fairness, justice and equity. In particular students
should understand that, depending on the circumstances, fairness and justice
do not always result when everyone is treated the same, and unfairness and
injustice do not always result when individuals are not treated the same.
Teachers may adapt the scenarios, or use their own.

Materials needed:

Worksheets to download

Explore (http://www.racismnoway.com.au/upload/explore.rtf) (rtf File)

Get a player/reader for this file here (http://www.racismnoway.com.au/help/reader.html)

Teacher's notes (http://www.racismnoway.com.au/upload/Teacher's notes.rtf) (rtf File)
Get a player/reader for this file here (http://www.racismnoway.com.au/help/reader.html)

Suggested Activities:
e Explore

o Download Explore scenarios and distribute to groups for discussion exploring
the questions:
Do you think that this is fair?
Can you think of any circumstances under which this would be fair?
Do certain circumstances merit special treatment?

o Each group comments on one scenario.

e Discuss

o Ask students to share experiences they have had when they did not feel they
were treated with fairness, justice and equity.

o Discuss their experiences in terms of:
Is treating everyone the same always fair?
Is it sometimes fairer to treat people differently?
Do certain circumstances merit special treatment

Define (see teacher's notes)

Discuss the following terms and construct group definitions
equality equity

fairness justice

social justice

For additional strategies in regards to the issues of fairness in a school context see:

http://www.racismnoway.com.au/classroom/lesson ideas/20020828 49.html
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